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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 




Members present: Jeremy Battjes, Paul Bixby, Donnie Blagg, Jami Coker, Jonelle Colbert, Angela 
Davis, Cat Donnelly, Leanna Foshe, Tonya Foster, George Fowler, Lisa Fry, Gerald Golden, Angela 
Hand, Melynda Hart, Natalie Kramer, Lori Magar, Andy Matthews, Eve Owens, Autumn Parker, 
Michele Payne, Valerie Robertson, Henry Rowe, Barbara Taylor, Elizabeth Underwood, Eric 
Vaught, Trish Watkins 
Members absent: Kelly Carter, Andy Gilbride, April Martin, Javene Mounce 
Guests present: Richard Ray 
 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Angela Hand at 9:32am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. Presentation of Part-time Award – Melynda Hart; Melynda recognized the winner of the Part-
time Award. 
IV. Presentation of Employee of the Year-Lisa Frye; Lisa recognized the winners of the Employee of 
the Year. 
V. Benefits announcements – Richard Ray; 
a. The University of Arkansas systems office is changing pharmacy benefits manager from 
Caremark to MedImpact effective October 1, 2009.  Employees will be receiving 
pharmacy cards in the mail.  Co-pays and the tier system will remain the same. 
b. There will not be an open enrollment for health and dental this year.  Employees can 
make changes to their insurance if they have a qualifying event such as getting married, 
having a baby, etc.  They will have 31 days from the event to make changes to their 
insurance.  If employees miss the 31 days from a qualifying event they will be able to 
make changes to their insurance for calendar year 2009, it will take effect in January 
2010. 
c.  There will be no changes in the medical and flex spending plan.   
d. There will be an open enrollment for vision insurance.  There will be two plans to choose 
from the basic plan or the expanded plan.   
e. It’s required by law to have social security numbers on all covered dependents for the 
medical insurance.  
VI. Announcements from Transit and Parking- Gary Smith;  
a. In Lot 67 two rows of parking spaces were added for students.  Cars cannot be parked in 
this lot from 12am-5am to avoid overnight parking and students using this lot as a 
parking garage. 
b. The department is waiting for bicycle parking permits to come in. 
c. Effective July 1, 2009, the fees for not paying a parking citation has gone up.  The new 
rate is $10.00 after 30, 60, and 90 days. 
VII. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes as presented. 
VIII. Reports from Standing Committees: 
a. Employee of the Quarter-Lisa Frye; see section IV. 
b. Legislative-Jeremy Battjes; On October 13, 2009 in the Graduate Education Auditorium 
there will be a panel discussion with our senators and representatives.  The meet your 
Senator meet-n-greet is from 4:15pm-5:00pm and the panel discussion will be from 
5:00pm-6:00pm. 
c. Parking and Transit- Henry Rowe; See section VI 
d. Safety – Cat Donnelly; not present 
e. Scholarship – Leanna Foshe; Leanna sent the report via email to the listserv. With the 
combined accounts, there is over $15,000 in the accounts. The Committee needs 
volunteers to serve on the committee. 
IX. Old Business- None 
X. New Business 
a. Senator membership changes – Angela Hand; Staff Senate welcomed new senator 
Jonelle Colbert.  Andy Matthews is resigning from Staff Senate.   
b. Resolution – Angela Hand; A motion was made, seconded, and approved the resolution 
to recognize Barbara Taylor for 35 years of service at the University of Arkansas and to 
congratulate her on retiring. 
XI. Announcements – Barbara Taylor 
a. Jonathan Nelson passed away and will be greatly missed. 
b. Training for PeopleAdmin will start the end of September. 
c. The Employee Awards Banquet is Tuesday, October 6, 2009. 
d. The Health and Benefits Fair will be Thursday, November 12, 2009 from 9:30am-1:30pm. 
e. Due to the H1N1 virus, we will allow people to go into a negative sick balance but that 
time will be made up as sick leave is accumulated.  Management is encouraged to send 
people home if they feel sick. 
 
XII. Around the Senate 
a. Tammy Tucker will write an article in the Arkansas Magazine regarding the Staff Senate 
Endowment Fund. 
b. Next month’s meeting will be held in Old Main room 523. 
c. Underwood’s Parking Garage is charging employees and students $35.00 per month for 
parking. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20am 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Angela Davis 
